
Randy Thompson, K5ZD



 A game is a structured activity, usually
undertaken for enjoyment.

 CQ WPX has
◦ Goals – Work DX, Prefixes, Earn Awards
◦ Rules – Dates, Categories, Scoring
◦ Challenge – Propagation, Station, Accuracy
◦ Interaction – Work me!
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• Winning/records
• Peer recognition
• Full time

• Enjoy the challenge
• Chasing personal goals
• Use time available

Enthusiasts

Participants

Competitors

• Make contacts
• Improve skills

• Help others
• Have fun

WPX Contest Goal:

Provide something
for everyone

Make it Challenging
+

Keep it Fun



 Worked all Prefix Contest
 Worldwide competition on 160-10 meters
 Sponsored by CQ Magazine
 SSB last full weekend of March
 CW last full weekend of May
 RTTY in second weekend of Febuary
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WPX Contest Log Submissions
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10.5 Tips for
CQ WPX Contesting…
10.5 Tips for
CQ WPX Contesting…



10-20m 40-160m

Different Continent 3 points 6 points

Same Continent 1 points 2 points

Same Continent in North America 2 points 4 points

Same Country 1 points 1 points
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 There are no zero point QSOs
 Double points for DX on the low bands

Double Points



 Multiplier is total number of prefixes worked
◦ Prefix multipliers only count once regardless of band

 What’s a prefix?
◦ The letter/numeral combination which forms the first

part of the amateur callsign
 W3XYZ = W3
 DR2006X = DR2006
 KL7RA/WK9 = WK9
 OE/K5ZD = OE0
 9UXEV = 9U0
 G3SXW/P = G3

 You could be a rare multiplier!
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128 stations worked
more than 1000 prefixes
in WPX SSB 2010
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WPX CW 2010

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

9000

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400

Prefixes

Q
SO

s

WPX CW 2010

0

1000

2000

3000

4000

5000

6000

7000

8000

9000

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400

Prefixes

Q
SO

s

WPX SSB 2010

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000

Prefixes

Q
SO

s

WPX SSB 2010

0

2000

4000

6000

8000

10000

12000

0 200 400 600 800 1000 1200 1400 1600 1800 2000

Prefixes

Q
SO

s

1 new prefix for every 2.6 QSOs!1 new prefix for every 2.6 QSOs!



 Prefix multipliers only count once regardless
of band
◦ Single-band scores can often be as big as all band

entries
 SSB Record ZX5J 15m 2008   14,740,056 points
 CW Record  UP2L 20m 2009     7,928,886 points
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 Score = Total QSO Points x Prefixes Worked

 With so many multipliers… This may be your
opportunity to break 1 million points in a
contest
◦ 700 entries in WPX SSB 2010 did it (3 were QRP!)
◦ 515 entries in WPX CW 2010 did it (4 were QRP!)
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 Maximize QSO points
◦ Double QSO points on low bands

 Cover all population centers
◦ Access to more multipliers

 Copy the call AND the serial number
◦ Don’t lose points
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1500 W 100 W 5 W

Single Op All Bands X X X

Single Op Single Band (160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10) X X X

Single Op Assisted All Bands X X

Single Op Assisted Single Band (160, 80, 40, 20, 15, 10) X X

Overlay – Rookie (All Bands, Single Band) X X

Overlay – Tribander/Single-Element (All Bands, Single Band) X X

Multi-Op Single Transmitter X

Multi-Op Two Transmitter X

Multi-Op Multi-Transmitter X



 Overlay Categories are separate Contests-within-a-
Contest

 Rookie
◦ Licensed less than 3 years

 Tribander/Single-Element
◦ One Tribander antenna for 10-20m (one feedline)
◦ Single element wire antennas for 40-160m

 Enter by adding OVERLAY-CATEGORY to Cabrillo log file
◦ You may enter only one Overlay category
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1 – Tribander
1 – 40m inverted Vee
1 – 80m sloper

1 – Multi-band dipole
1 – Vertical

Does your station qualify?
1. Single feedline to the 10-20m

antenna?
2. Single element antenna(s) for 40,

80, and 160?

Does your station qualify?
1. Single feedline to the 10-20m

antenna?
2. Single element antenna(s) for 40,

80, and 160?



 Operating Time
◦ Single operators limited to 36 hours
 Minimum 60 minute off times
◦ Multi-ops have no time limit

 Median op time
12.2 hours

Hours vs Entries
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 Plaques
◦ SSB – 59
◦ CW – 59
◦ Combined – 4

 Certificates (2010)
◦ SSB – 1814
◦ CW – 1421
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Managed by Doug, K1DG

Managed by Barry, W5GN



 Everyone who
submits a log entry
can download a
certificate from the
web site

 Go to score database
 Click on the [Cert]

link
 Downloads in Adobe

Acrobat pdf format
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 Online score database has every entry since
1975!
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Pick a
region
Pick a
region

Pick a
category

Pick a
category

Chase the
next score
Chase the
next score



 Any club that submits 3 or
more logs is listed in the
results in CQ Magazine

 Include club name in CLUB:
line of log file
◦ Please use full name from club list

on web site
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 The purpose of contesting is to practice and
improve operating skills

 Every participant receives a log checking
report
◦ Scoring summary
◦ List of all score reductions
◦ List of all prefixes
◦ Feedback on how others copied your callsign and

exchange
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************************** Summary ***************************
844 Claimed QSO before checking (does not include duplicates)
841 Final   QSO after  checking reductions
2445 Claimed QSO points
2428 Final   QSO points
505 Claimed mults
504 Final   mults

1234725 Claimed score
1223712 Final   score
-0.9% Score reduction

2 (0.2%) duplicates (without penalty)
1 (0.1%) calls copied incorrectly
2 (0.2%) exchanges copied incorrectly
1 (0.1%) not in log
4 (0.5%) calls unique to this log only (not removed)

Penalties
• Not in Log 2x points
• Call Error 2x points
• Exchange Error 1x points

Penalties
• Not in Log 2x points
• Call Error 2x points
• Exchange Error 1x points
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************************* Not In Log *************************
7194 PH 2009-03-28 0117 AK1W            44 NV1N           258
*********************** Incorrect call ***********************
14000 PH 2009-03-28 1215 AK1W           241 YB9BXE         012 correct     YO9BXE
*************** Incorrect Exchange Information ***************
21286 PH 2009-03-28 2040 AK1W           411 LU4WG 321 correct  221
7137 PH 2009-03-29 0301 AK1W           735 LS2D           268 correct  263
************* Unique Calls Worked (not removed) **************
14166 PH 2009-03-28 2120 AK1W           507 G7RVC          631
14166 PH 2009-03-28 2126 AK1W           522 ON4BYD           1
7137 PH 2009-03-29 0247 AK1W           711 K2CRR            1
********************** Lost Multipliers **********************
21286 PH 2009-03-28 2040 AK1W           411 LU4WG          321 Incorrect exchange
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********* Stations Copying Your Exchange Incorrectly *********
14292 PH 2009-03-28 1606 XXXX           855 AK1W          0149 correct  249
21000 PH 2009-03-28 1717 XXXX           798 AK1W           381 correct  389
14000 PH 2009-03-28 2133 XXXX            27 AK1W           547 correct  545
14343 PH 2009-03-28 2204 XXXX          1362 AK1W           008 correct  608
3723 PH 2009-03-29 0149 XXXXX          945 AK1W           625 correct  635
1841 PH 2009-03-29 0220 XXXX           442 AK1W           174 correct  674
7137 PH 2009-03-29 0300 XXXX           595 AK1W          0074 correct  734
14100 PH 2009-03-29 1131 XXXXXX         151 AK1W          0088 correct  828
14288 PH 2009-03-29 1136 XXXX          1342 AK1W           334 correct  834
************* Stations Copying AK1W Incorrectly **************
14315 PH 2009-03-29 1140 XXXX          2631 AK1Q          0840

Request your log checking report by sending an email to
k5zd@cqwpx.com Include year, mode, and callsign.



************* Stations Copying PW7T Incorrectly **************
21000 PH 2011-03-26 0940 XXXXXX       328 PV7T          0117
28440 PH 2011-03-26 1049 XXXXXX         6 PW7C          0132
28497 PH 2011-03-26 1336 XXXXXX        88 PW7W          0402
21000 PH 2011-03-26 1545 XXXXXX       104 PW7TPW         742
28375 PH 2011-03-26 1752 XXXXXX      1005 ZW7T           876
21000 PH 2011-03-26 1953 XXXXXX       130 PW3T          1315
21340 PH 2011-03-26 2036 XXXXXX        77 PW3T          1389
21000 PH 2011-03-26 2059 XXXXXX        64 PR7T          1427
7084 PH 2011-03-26 2202 XXXXXX      2304 5W7T           510
7000 PH 2011-03-27 0146 XXXXXX       651 PO7T           551
7000 PH 2011-03-27 0247 XXXXXX        35 PW4T           596
3500 PH 2011-03-27 0300 XXXXXX        84 PW9T           231
28000 PH 2011-03-27 0917 XXXXXX       922 PY7T          1103
28000 PH 2011-03-27 1109 XXXXXX        71 PW2T          1347
14196 PH 2011-03-27 1124 XXXXXX       854 PW1T          1365
21000 PH 2011-03-27 1136 XXXXXX        12 PW5T          1799
21000 PH 2011-03-27 1204 XXXXXX       207 PT7T          1844
28000 PH 2011-03-27 1238 XXXXXX       645 PW7F          1464
28000 PH 2011-03-27 1250 XXXXXX        63 PW7R          0000
28485 PH 2011-03-27 1827 XXXXXX      3577 PY7T          2124
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Have fun!
Send in your log after the contest.

Read the rules before the contest.



 Use the new log submission page
◦ www.cqwpx.com/logcheck everything needed to

submit your log in one easy web page

 Email log to robot
◦ Cabrillo file can be attachment or in body of email
◦ Only the callsign on the email subject line
◦ Read the reply email from the robot!
◦ Correct any errors or warnings and resubmit

 Log deadline 28 days after the contest
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 Single band entries MUST include all QSOs
made on other bands!!
◦ We will score your log according to the category in

the Cabrillo file header
◦ Other stations will get penalty if you don’t

 Please log contacts on the correct band and
time!

 Use Cabrillo v3 if possible
 Check your category on the logs received

page!
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 Rules in 15 languages
 Magazine results for last 5 years
 Searchable score database for last 25 years!
 Downloadable certificates
 All-time records by World, Continent,

Country, and Call Area
 Log submission instructions
 Blog with latest official news

32

http://www.cqwpx.com
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http://www.twitter.com/cqwpx

http://www.facebook.com/cqwpx



 Contest Director: Randy Thompson, K5ZD

 Email: k5zd@cqwpx.com

 Web: http://www.cqwpx.com
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